EZEKIEL

Ezekiel was one of many captives taken to Babylon during the second stage of the captivity in Jehoiachin’s
reign (597 BC). This was about eight years after Daniel had been carried to Babylon. (Dickson Bible)

Prophecies

In the first nine chapters Ezekiel sees many visions, some simple others very elaborate but all relate to the

destruction of Jerusalem with captives being taken to Babylon in three stages. All or most of the visions

referred to the total destruction of Jerusalem. Such as:

e The first is the four beings having the appearance of man but each with faces of a man, lion, eagle and
ox and also wheels, legs, wings, burning coals and fire.

o Erect siege works against it, build a ramp up to it, set up camps against it and put battering rams around
it. (Ezek 4:2)

o | will inflict punishment on you in the sight of the nations. Because of all your detestable idols, | will
do to you what I have never done before and will never do again. Therefore, in your midst fathers will
eat their children, and children will eat their fathers. (Ezek 5:8-10)

¢ | will send famine and wild beasts against you, and they will leave you childless. Plague and bloodshed
will sweep through you, and | will bring the sword against you. | the Lord have spoken. (Ezek 5:17)

e Because of all the wicked and detestable practices of the house of Israel, they will fall by the sword,
famine and plague. (Ezek 6:11)

o | will judge you according to your conduct and repay you for all your detestable practices. | will not
look on you with pity or spare you. (Ezek 7:3-4)

e Doom has come upon you — you who dwell in the land. The time has come, the day is near. (Ezek 7:7)

o | will bring the most wicked of the nations to take possession of their houses; | will put an end to the
pride of the mighty, and their sanctuaries will be desecrated. When terror comes, they will seek peace,
but there will be none. Calamity upon calamity will come, and rumor upon rumor. (Ezek 7:24-26)

o | will deal with them in anger; | will not look on them with pity or spare them. Although they shout in
my ears, | will not listen to them. (Ezek 8:18)

e Go throughout the city of Jerusalem and put a mark on the foreheads of those who grieve and lament
over all the detestable things that are done in it. Slaughter old men, young men and maidens, women
and children, but do not touch anyone who has the mark. (Ezek 9:4; 6)

Destruction

In chapter 10 a significant event is prophesied - the glory of the Lord will depart from over the threshold of
the temple and stop above the cherubim. God has departed from the Temple. Time for the destruction of
Jerusalem is near. God has promised death by plagues, famine and sword. “In the ninth year of his reign,
in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came with all his army
against Jerusalem and laid siege to it. And they built siege works all around it. So, the city was besieged till
the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. On the ninth day of the fourth month, the famine was so severe in the
city that there was no food for the people of the land.” (2 Kings 25:1-3]

1. The first siege by Babylon took place in 606 BC. Daniel and others were taken captive in this group.
2. The second deportation occurred in 597 BC. Ezekiel was in this group and prophesied to the 10,000
captives-taken— during this conquest.



3. Inthe third siege (586 BC) Jerusalem is sacked, the Temple destroyed, and most of the population taken
captive.

4. Through all of the above, Jeremiah was preaching in Jerusalem.
(from The Outlined Bible by Steve Flatt)

Judah was not the only nation God promised to punish, Ezekiel specifically mentions:
1. Ammon
“Behold, I am handing you over to the people of the East for a possession, and they shall set their
encampments among you and make their dwellings in your midst. They shall eat your fruit, and they
shall drink your milk. I will make Rabbah a pasture for camels and Ammon a fold for flocks. Then you
will know that I am the Lord. For thus says the Lord God: Because you have clapped your hands and
stamped your feet and rejoiced with all the malice within your soul against the land of Israel.” (Ezek
25:1-7)
2. Moab
“l will give it along with the Ammonites to the people of the East as a possession.” (Ezek 25:8-11)
3. Edom
“I will stretch out my hand against Edom and cut off from it man and beast. And | will make it desolate.
(Ezek 25:12-14)
4. Philistia
I will execute great vengeance on them with wrathful rebukes. Then they will know that | am the Lord,
when | lay my vengeance upon them.” (Ezek 25:15-17)
5. Tyre
“Behold, I am against you, O Tyre, and will bring up many nations against you, as the sea brings up its
waves. They shall destroy the walls of Tyre and break down her towers, and | will scrape her soil from
her and make her a bare rock.” (Ezek 26:1-28:19)
6. Sidon
“I will send pestilence into her, and blood into her streets; and the slain shall fall in her midst, by the
sword that is against her on every side. Then they will know that | am the Lord.” (Ezek 28:20-26)
7. Egypt
“I will bring a sword upon you, and will cut off from you man and beast, and the land of Egypt shall
be a desolation and a waste.” (Ezek 29:1-32:32)

Watchman

Son of man, | have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; so, hear the word | speak and give them
warning from me. When | say to the wicked, O wicked man, you will surely die," and you do not speak out
to dissuade him from his ways, that wicked man will die for his sin, and | will hold you accountable for his
blood. But if you do warn the wicked man to turn from his ways and he does not do so, he will die for his
sin, but you will have saved yourself. ... I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they
turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, O house of Israel?” (Ezek
33:7-9)

“Therefore, son of man, say to your countrymen, 'The righteousness of the righteous man will not save him
when he disobeys, and the wickedness of the wicked man will not cause him to fall when he turns from it.
The righteous man, if he sins, will not be allowed to live because of his former righteousness.’ If | tell the
righteous man that he will surely live, but then he trusts in his righteousness and does evil, none of the



righteous things he has done will be remembered; he will die for the evil he has done. And if | say to the
wicked man, "You will surely die," but he then turns away from his sin and does what is just and right— if
he gives back what he took in pledge for a loan, returns what he has stolen, follows the decrees that give
life, and does no evil, he will surely live; he will not die. None of the sins he has committed will be
remembered against him. He has done what is just and right; he will surely live. ... I will judge each of you
according to his own ways.” (Ezek 33:11-16; 20)

Comment: God’s nature is love, justice and mercy. He does not want any to perish. He is always ready to
forgive whenever one returns to Him. The function of a watchman is basically that of a shepherd. A
shepherd watches for predators; such as wolves and thieves. A good shepherd goes after a sheep that has
wandered away. He builds a fence to protect them at night. This appears to be the function of leaders of
those in Christ's Body, His church.

Vision of the Future
Beginning in Chapter 37 visions are given. The following are personal interpretations of these visions. They
may be right, partially right or totally wrong.

1. Valley of Dry Bones
Dry bones scattered may represent the lives of soldiers and residences lost during the captivity of the
Babylonians. Their coming to life then would be their release from captivity and returning to the
Promised Land. If applied to the New Covenant, people dead in sin are given a new life, forgiven of
sin, on their way to a new and better Promised land, Heaven. (Ezekiel 37:1-14)

2. Two Sticks
Ephraim, probably the Northern kingdom, the rebellious ones who left God for idols. They represent
all people who do not belong to God, whereas Judah represents those still loyal to God. So, | will make
a new covenant with them, cleanse them of their sins establish one kingdom, Christ Church. Jesus of
the lineage of David will be their king and my dwelling place will be with them. (Ezekiel 37:15-28)

3. Gog
Gog is the king of Magog north of Israel. Josephus identifies the Magogites with the Scythians. (Ant,
I, vi, 1 - International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia) They were an ancient nomadic people of Eurasia.
(www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&qg=Scythians+) Some scholars believe Atilla was of
the Scythians. God and Magog are also mentioned in Revelation 29:8 “The Adversary shall be loosed
out of his prison, and he shall go forth to lead the nations astray, that are in the four corners of the earth
— Gog and Magog — to gather them together to war.” Therefore, the prophecy represents all who are
against God. (Ezekiel 38)

4. Measurement
Those in exile probably thought when they returned to “their Promised Land” the Temple would be a
most splendid and beautiful place with God returning and residing therein. But the measurement would
appear to related it to the eternal dwelling place of God.

Key Points from Ezekiel

» Because of all the wicked and detestable practices, Israel will fall by the sword, famine and plague.

» God will judge you according to your conduct and repay you for all your detestable practices.

» The glory of the Lord will depart from over the threshold of the temple and stop above the cherubim.
When God departs from the Temple, the time for destruction is near.

» As a watchman, you are hearing the word of God and warning those who practice evil to turn back to
God.



http://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=Scythians

» The righteousness of the righteous man will not save him when he disobeys, and the wickedness of the
wicked man will not cause him to fall when he turns from it. Therefore, one can abandon God.
» 1 will judge each of you according to his own ways.



